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Overview and Background


Summary:  Students will learn about a zookeeper and nine different animals that live in the zoo.   Students will discuss characteristics and features that are unique to each of the animals.   They will participate in a variety of learning activities. When shown a picture, students will take turns using words to describe and name what is seen.


Status:  Revised


Grade Level:  K


Time frame: 4-6 weeks (kindergarten attends school three times a week)

        Calendar: Spring


Discipline:  Education


Subject:  Language Arts


Course Title:  Kindergarten Vocabulary


Topic:  Zoo Words

         Print Materials Needed:  *“Listening for Vocabulary-All Year Round”, enlarged picture cards, envelope with word cards, ten photocopied monkeys, ten photocopied bananas with words written on them, blank piece of paper

*The authors of the book are Brenda Brumbaugh and Nan Thompson-Trenta.  It is published by LinguiSystems.  It contains the original copy of lessons needed for learning activities.

        Other Materials Needed:  crayons, pencil, box of animal crackers (not iced), clear nail polish, magnets, craft glue or glue gun

        Resources:  computer 

        Internet Resource Links: www.askjeeves.com
                                            www.ajkids.com
                                            www.zoos.com
                                            www.virtualzoo.com
                                            zoo words power point presentation
Standards Addressed


State:  South Dakota  


Title:  Language Arts Content Standards- Grade K


Standard:  Speaking

      Indicator (1):  Students will use the appropriate structure and sequence to best express ideas and convey information.

      Benchmark (b):  present information in a clear and logical form                                       

     Grade level standard:  use words to describe/name numbers, colors, size, shape, location, people, places, things, and actions
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Understanding

     The students will learn the names of ten words related to the zoo.  They will discuss the unique characteristics of each.

Essential Questions


       What animals live in the zoo? 

                Why do animals live in a zoo?  

                Where did the animals live before coming to the zoo?

                What is the difference between an alligator and crocodile?

                Why does a camel have a hump?

                What does an elephant use his trunk for?

                Why does a giraffe have a long neck?

                What does a gorilla eat? 

                Where might you find a hippopotamus?


        Why does a hippopotamus have a big mouth?

                Why does a male lion have a mane?

                Why does a male peacock have colorful tail feathers?  

                How do a zebra’s stripes provide a camouflage?              

                What does a zookeeper do?

Knowledge and Skills

· Many animals live in the zoo. 

· Every animal has unique characteristics. 

· An alligator and crocodile look similar, however, they are different.  

· A camel has humps.

· An elephant has a trunk.

· A giraffe has a long neck.

· A gorilla eats many types of plants.

· A hippopotamus has a big mouth and likes water.

· A male lion has a mane.  A female lion does not.

· A male peacock has colorful tail feathers.  A female peacock does not.

· A zebra has black and white stripes.

· A zookeeper feeds and takes care of animals in the zoo.

Performance Task(s), Prompt(s), and Rubric(s)


Performance Task:  Picture Cards- Students will be shown a picture card and recall the name of the animal.


Rubric:
        Performance Task:  Power Point Presentation-Students will view the presentation that has been created in riddle format.  After the riddle has been presented, students will solve it.

        Rubric:  

Other assessment evidence to be collected:  Listening Lesson “Who’s Who at the Zoo?”

Learning Activities:

1. Students will be shown a Power Point Presentation entitled “Zoo Words” to introduce them to the unit.  The words that will be taught are introduced through riddle format.

2. Students will choose a word from an envelope and give a good definition of the word.  One zoo word is not included.  This is the secret mystery word.  After all words have been discussed, give clues and have the students guess the secret word.  Ask students to remember the secret word until the next time zoo words are discussed.

3. Read the story, “Brennan Visits the Zoo,” to the children.  Show the vocabulary picture for each word whenever it is used in the story.  After the story has been read, ask comprehension questions.

4. A picture of a zoo vocabulary word will be hidden somewhere in the classroom.  Students will find the picture of the day and look at it.  The unique characteristics of the word will be discussed.  Interesting facts and pictures will be presented using the Internet.  This format will be followed until all the zoo words have been discussed.

5. Attach ten monkeys that have been photocopied to the wall or bulletin board.  Photocopy ten bananas and write the vocabulary words on them.  Tell students that these monkeys are hungry and we’re going to feed them.  Before passing out the bananas, give the first sound of the word on the banana.  Ask the class to guess the word.  If they don’t guess it, give the first and second sound, adding sounds that follow until someone guesses the word.  Give the banana to the student who guesses correctly.

To feed the monkeys, read a sentence that has one word missing.  After it has been read, the class should guess the vocabulary word that completes the sentence.  The person holding the banana with that word printed on it “feeds” the monkey by putting the banana in a monkey’s hand. 

6. Students will be given a copy of “Who’s Who at the Zoo?”    The teacher will give directions to the students and they will follow them.

7. Students will individually view the Power Point Presentation entitled “Zoo Words.”  The words that have been taught will be reviewed through riddle format.  Students will recall the names of the words.

8. While one student at a time is being evaluated using the Power Point Presentation, the others will draw and color a picture of a zoo that must include all ten words discussed.

9. As a culminating activity, students will make an Animal Cracker magnet.  Students will polish both sides of an animal cracker with clear nail polish.  Once completely dry, a pin or magnet will be glued to the back; again let dry completely.  THAT’S IT!  Extra animal crackers will be given to students to eat and enjoy.
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*This unit has been designed to use with all students, including those that have special needs.
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